
 
 
 

         FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CONTACT: Amy Camp, event organizer 
Phone: (412) 918-6563 
Email: amyrcamp@gmail.com 
 
 

COME DOWN TO THE MON RIVER AND PLAY THIS WEEKEND 
Over a dozen events planned  

 
Uniontown, PA (May 26, 2015)- The River Town Program and fiscal sponsor National Road 
Heritage Corridor are encouraging people to “Come Down to the River and Play” May 30 and 
31. The two-day event includes over a dozen events, tours, and openings in the Mon River 
Towns.   
 
“This umbrella event is intended to draw regional residents to rediscover – or experience for 
the first time – the Mon Valley and the Mon River Towns,” said Donna Holdorf, Executive 
Director of the National Road Heritage Corridor. “Local towns and businesses have tied into the 
event and will showcase their own offerings as they see fit.”  
 
Cathy McCollom, Director of the River Town Program, added, “Hosting a series of small events 
over the course of a single weekend, and using a larger marketing push to promote them, 
reminds us of the power of collaboration. We’ve seen a positive local response to the event and 
are excited to give people multiple reasons to ‘get out and play’ this weekend.”  
 
While most of the events are being hosted by other entities, the Mon River Spring Paddle 
guided paddle trip is organized and will be led by the River Town Program. Pre-registration is 
required at http://nationalroadpa.org/product/mon-river-spring-paddle/. 
 

What We’re Excited About:  
 

1. Opportunities for people to get outside and play! There’s a guided paddle trip (3.5 
miles from Rices Landing to Fredericktown, pre-registration required), a “Fun Walk and 
Ride” along the Greene River Trail, and over 10 miles of hiking trails at the Friendship 
Hill National Historic Site. 

2. Historic tours galore! Tours include the W.A. Young and Sons Machine Shop and 
Foundry (a National Register property), the Greensboro Historical Log Cabin (and the 
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neighboring Captain’s Watch Inn), the Flatiron Building in Brownsville, and Friendship 
Hill National Historic Site (self-guided tours in the country estate of Albert Gallatin).  

3. Family-friendly activities, like a children’s book reading by the author of Della and Lila 
Meet the Monongahela Mermaid (with a special appearance by “Marina the Mermaid”), 
free craft classes (kids will make “river creature creations”), the paddle trip, and the 
Greene River Trail Fun Walk and Ride. 

4. Parties all along the Mon. There’s a cigar party (Leaning House Fine Cigars), complete 
with wine tastings; a parking lot party at Greene Cove Yacht Club; a “Mad Men Summer 
Bar-B-Que” at the all-too-cool Good Ol’ Days House (a retro guest house in North Belle 
Vernon); and a Party on the Patio at the Riviera in Fredericktown. 

5. Businesses giving back. The open house and tours being offered at the Captain’s Watch 
Inn in Greensboro will benefit the Corner Cupboard Food Bank. (Bring a non-perishable 
food donation to receive a house tour and refreshments on the wrap-around porch.) 
Also, select North Belle Vernon and Monongahela shops are participating in the event 
and will offer specials. (See full event schedule below.) 

6. A cluster of events in historic Greensboro. In addition to the Captain’s Watch Open 
House, the Saturday Farmers’ Market will kick off the day, and the Greensboro Historical 
Log Cabin will be open with tours and refreshments. 

7. Knowing when to take a fish tale (or in this case, literally, an alligator sighting) and run 
with it. The folks at the Monongahela Aquatorium are playing up the recent Mon River 
gator sightings. They have a new mascot – Rocky the Gator – and are selling souvenir 
gators and bottles of Gatorade ($5 for both) during Come Down to the River and Play. 
(The Monongahela Aquatorium is a 3,700 seat outdoor venue along the Mon River 
currently wrapping up a major renovation project and prepping for its Rockin’ on the 
Mon! concert series. Get a sneak peek on Saturday!) 

 

Weekend Event Schedule  
Saturday, May 30 
 
W.A. Young and Sons Machine Shop and Foundry open for tours, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. This 
National Register of Historical Places property is owned and operated by Rivers of Steel 
National Heritage Area. 114 Water Street, (724) 710-4898.  
 
Friendship Hill National Historic Site, open daily from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Tour the restored country 
estate of early American statesman Albert Gallatin and take advantage of a picnic area and 10 
miles of nature trails. Free entrance. Located on PA 166 three miles north of Point Marion. 
 
Mon River Spring Paddle from Rices Landing to Fredericktown (3.5 miles), 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. This 
guided paddle trip will include safety instructions, interpretation on historic sites and industrial 
artifacts seen on and near the river, a boxed lunch, and a stand up paddling demo. Register 
online. Paddlers are encouraged to arrive early and visit the historic W.A. Young Foundry.   
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Greensboro Farmers’ Market, from 9 a.m. – Noon, rain or shine. The market is located at the 
gazebo on Front Street, complete with a view of the Monongahela River. 
 
The Greensboro Historical Log Cabin at the corner of Front and County streets will be open for 
tours from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. Next to the restored cabin is a great piece of public art that gives a 
nod to the town’s rich history in pottery and glass-making. Light refreshments will be served. 
The cabin is just across from The Captain’s Watch Inn, also open on Saturday. 
  
The Captain’s Watch Inn Open House. Want a sneak peek into one of the area’s finest B&Bs? 
Join the Captain’s Watch in Greensboro for house tours and refreshments on the porch from 11 
a.m. – 2 p.m. Saturday. Located in Greensboro’s historic district along the Monongahela River. 
There’s no cost to tour, but please bring a non-perishable food item for the Corner Cupboard 
Food Bank. 
 
Meet the Mermaid and children’s book reading. Brianne Mitchell, author of the Della and Lila 
Meet the Monongahela Mermaid children's book will be at the Flatiron Building in Brownsville 
(69 Market Street) from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. for a reading and book signing. With her will be a very 
special guest...Marina the Mermaid. If you've never met a mermaid, this is your chance!  
 
The Flatiron Building Heritage Museum and Visitor Center (69 Market Street, Brownsville) will 
be open Saturday from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. The center tells the story of Americana through the 
perspective of Brownsville during the Industrial Era and Coal & Coke Era. Free admission, 
donations accepted.  
 
The Monongahela Aquatorium (200 Railroad Street, Monongahela) will be selling souvenir 
Mon River Gators and a Gatorade ($5 for both) to all visitors from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. The 
Aquatorium is a 3,700 seat outdoor venue along the Mon River. Get a sneak peek of 
renovations underway, and plan to go back this summer for the Rockin' on the Mon! concert 
series. 
  
Broad Avenue shops in North Belle Vernon will be offering Mon River Town bargains that you 
won’t want to miss. Stop by Darla Suz’s Boutique (621 Broad Ave.) and Vintage & Vines Florals 
& Antiques (623 Broad Ave.) for specials and refreshments throughout the day.  
 
Knick Knacks & Paddy Wacks in Monongahela will host FREE craft classes for kids throughout 
the day. Participants will make their own "river creature creations!" Event runs from Noon – 3 
p.m. at 443 W. Main St. Monongahela. For more information, contact KKPW at (724) 258-6600 
or check out their Facebook page. 
 
Greene Cove Yacht Club parking lot party with live entertainment, food and special party 
drinks. The party continues with a DJ on the deck for the rest of the evening. State Hwy 88, 
Fredericktown. 
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Leaning House Fine Cigars Summer Kickoff includes cigar specials, a wine tasting with Ripepi 
Winery, and live music (the band Final Tyme 2). Wine tastings and music are from 6-10 p.m. 
Leaning House is located at 21 ½ State Street in Speers. 
  
 

Sunday, May 31 
 
The Greene River Trail Fun Walk & Ride (11 a.m.) is an informal gathering giving people the 
opportunity ride and walk at their own pace. Park at Pumpkin Run Park in Rices Landing, and 
we’ll walk and bike approximately 2 miles to Green Cove and back (4 miles total, includes some 
hills). RSVP appreciated but not required to amyrcamp@gmail.com. Stick around afterward to 
visit with W.A. Young and Sons Machine Shop and Foundry. Cyclists: want to ride more than 4 
miles? Go on your own 2 miles east to Crucible to add another 4 miles round trip to your ride. 
 

W.A. Young and Sons Machine Shop and Foundry open for tours, Noon – 4 p.m. This National 
Register of Historical Places property is owned and operated by Rivers of Steel National 
Heritage Area. 114 Water Street, (724) 710-4898.  
 
Friendship Hill National Historic Site, open daily from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Tour the restored country 
estate of early American statesman Albert Gallatin and take advantage of a picnic area and 10 
miles of nature trails. Free entrance. Located on PA 166 three miles north of Point Marion. 
 
“Mad Men Summer Bar-B-Que” at “The Good Ol’ Days House,” 914 Broad Avenue, North Belle 
Vernon, Noon – 4 p.m. Complete with a 1960s style backyard picnic serving free hotdogs, ice 
cold lemonade & retro snacks that Betty Crocker (or Betty Draper) would envy. Play vintage 
badminton and view Sexy Swimsuits of the 1960s inside this unique 3 bedroom vacation house 
rental! While in town, enjoy several antique & gift shops, a ladies boutique, and one of the 
largest antique co-ops on the Mon River -- Antiques on Broad. 
 
Party on the Patio at the Riviera in Fredericktown, 578 Front Street, Noon until sold 
out!  Barbeque chicken special on the outside grill. Come hungry – Leave Happy!  
 

About the River Town Program and this Event 
The River Town Program helps communities to recognize the Monongahela River as an asset 
around which tourism and community and economic development can occur, and thus a 
resource worthy of protection.  
 
Come Down to the River and Play is made possible through National Road Heritage Corridor, 
Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation, Greene County Tourism, and Pennsylvania 
Organization for Watersheds and Rivers. To learn more about the event or the Mon River 
Towns, visit www.monrivertowns.com and www.facebook.com/RiverTownProgram. 
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